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The charming real-life fairy tale of an American secretary who discovers she has been chosen king

of an impoverished fishing village on the west coast of Africa. King Peggy has the sweetness and

quirkiness of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series and the hopeful sense of possibility of Half

the Sky.  King Peggy chronicles the astonishing journey of an American secretary who suddenly

finds herself king to a town of 7,000 souls on Ghana's central coast, half a world away. Upon

arriving for her crowning ceremony in beautiful Otuam, she discovers the dire reality: there's no

running water, no doctor, and no high school, and many of the village elders are stealing the town's

funds. To make matters worse, her uncle (the late king) sits in a morgue awaiting a proper funeral in

the royal palace, which is in ruins. The longer she waits to bury him, the more she risks incurring the

wrath of her ancestors. Peggy's first two years as king of Otuam unfold in a way that is stranger

than fiction. In the end, a deeply traditional African town has been uplifted by the ambitions of its

headstrong, decidedly modern female king. And in changing Otuam, Peggy is herself transformed,

from an ordinary secretary to the heart and hope of her community.
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My sibs and I used to jeer that at each other when one of us was getting too big for his britches; but

it actually happened to Peggielene Bartels, naturalized American and secretary at the Ghanian

embassy in Washington. Unknown to her, she was the chosen heir of her Uncle Joseph, king of the

Ghanian fishing village of Otuam. The omens consulted by the elders had confirmed his unusual



choice.Uncle Joseph, though a king, had not been a wealthy man, so Peggielene had for years

been sending part of her modest salary home for the maintenance of her uncle and the village.

When a cousin called her one night to tell her to she was the new king, she at first thought she was

dreaming.However, when she flew to Ghana for her investiture she found more of a nightmare.

During her uncle's long decline several of the village elders had done very well for themselves;

stealing taxes and illegally selling off crown land and pocketing the proceeds. The royal coffers were

empty, the palace uninhabitable, and there was not even enough money to bury Uncle Joseph with

the honors due a king. With a new mostly absentee king who was a `mere' woman, the elders fully

expected to be able to continue to run the town for their exclusive benefit.In a society where women

are still expected to modestly lower their eyes and obey when addressed by men, the elders

couldn't have possibly reckoned on feisty Peggielene. Determined that crown revenues should be

used for the benefit of the people, she `packed' her Council of Elders with honest and competent

men and women and opened the first checking account in the village to track the funds.
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